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FOR DALE GOOD, S/IL 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, ILO, ICFTU, IN 

SUBJECT: ICFTU EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MARCH 11-12 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: THE ILO, INDIA AND SOUTHERN AFRICA WERE THE 
PRINCIPAL ISSUE DISCUSSED ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE ICFTU 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING IN LUXEMBOURG. THE BOARD REAFFIRMED 
THE PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED ICFTU POSITION ON THE ILO, CALLING 

FOR RENEWAL THROUGH DEPOLITICIZING THE ORGANIZATION AND APPEALING 
TO THE US TO REMAIN INSIDE THE FOLD. THE BOARD VOTED ITS 
SUPPORT FOR ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT OF MOZAMBIQUE 
TO IMPLEMENT UN SANCTIONS AGAINST RHODESIA. A PROPOSAL TO SEND A 
SPECIAL ICFTU STUDY MISSION TO INDIA TOUCHED OFF AN EXPLOSIVE 
DEBATE WHICH HAS BEEN CARRIED OVER TO THE MARCH 12 SESSION OF THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING. END SUMMARY. 

2. ILO: THE CENTERPIECE OF ICFTU EXECUTIVE BOARD DELIBERATIONS 
ON THE ILO WAS SECRETARY KISSINGER'S LETTER OF LAST NOVEMBER 
CONVEYING THE US NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION TO WITHDRAW. THIS 
LETTER WAS VIEWED WITH CONSIDERABLE FAVOR AND RESULTED IN A 
REAFFIRMATION OF ICFTU SUPPORT FOR DEPOLITICIZING THE ILO AND 
RESTORING IT TO THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH IT WAS FOUNDED. THE BOARD 
ALSO REITERATED ITS APPEAL TO THE US TO REMAIN IN THE ILO AMIDST 
WARNINGS THAT AMERICAN WITHDRAWAL WOULD INEVITABLY RESULT IN THE 
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ORGANIZATION'S DESTRUCTION. ACCORDING TO UNITED MINE WORKERS 
UNION REPRESENTATIVE MONBORNE, THE ONLY AMERICAN ON THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD, THE KISSINGER LETTER WAS REVIEWED POINT BY POINT AND WAS 
PRAISED BY MANY BOARD MEMBERS AS AN ACCURATE AND FAIR ASSESSMENT 
OF THE "SORRY STATE OF AFFAIRS" AT THE ILO. MONBORNE TOLD US 
THAT THERE APPEARED TO BE A GENUINE RESOLVE TO "WORK WITH THE 
AMERICANS" IN ORDER TO RECTIFY THE SITUATION. 
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3. SOUTH AFRICA: WE WILL NOT HAVE THE TEXT OF THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD RESOLUTION DEALING WITH THE SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA UNTIL 
LATER TODAY (MARCH 12), BUT ICFTU AFRICAN REPRESENTATIVE KALEMBO 
TOLD US THAT THE RESOLUTION SUPPORTS ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF MOZAMBIQUE TO IMPLEMENT UN SANCTIONS AGAINST RHODESIA. 

4. INDIA: A PROPOSAL TO SEND A SPECIAL ICFTU STUDY MISSION TO 
INDIA, WHICH WAS CONTAINED IN AN OTHERWISE NEBULOUSLY WORDED 
SECRETARIAT WORKING PAPER ON INDIA, PRECIPITATED AN ANGRY OUTBURST 
FROM INTUK LEADER J. C. DIKSHIT WHO DEFENDED THE GHANDI GOVERNMENT 
AND ACCUSED THE ICFTU OF UNWARRANTED AND UNWANTED MEDDLING. 
DIKSHIT HAD PREVIOUSLY DISTRIBUTED A PAMPHLET TO ALL BOARD MEMBERS 
ENTITLED "INTUK SUPPORTS INDIRA GHANDI". ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCES, 
DIKSHIT "RANTED AND RAVED" FOR MORE THAN AN HOUR, INFURIATING MANY 
BOARD MEMBERS, PARTICULARLY WILLIAM KNOW OF NEW ZEALAND WHO 
RESPONDED WITH A STRONGLY-WORDED DENUNCIATION OF THE GHANDI 
"DICTATORSHIP" AND ITS ABRIDGEMENT OF TRADE UNION FREEDOMS AS 
BEING INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ICFTU. 

5. THE HIGHLY-INCENSED DIKSHIT PROCLAIMED THAT IF THE ONLY CHOICE 
IN INDIA IS BETWEEN ORDER AND DEMOCRACY THEN THE TRADE UNION 
MOVEMENT MUST OPT FOR ORDER BECAUSE "WITHOUT ORDER, DEMOCRACY IS 
MEANINGLESS". RESPONDING TO CRITICISM ON SANCTIONS AGAINST THE 
PRESS, HE ASKED "WHAT VALUE HAS A FREE PRESS TO A PEOPLE WHO 
CANNOT READ?" THE ALREADY HEATED AND PROLONGED DEBATE WAS GIVEN 
NEW WIND WHEN PHILIPPINE TRADE UNION LEADER OCA CAME TO DIKSHIT'S 
DEFENSE WITH HIS OWN DEFENSE OF MARTIAL LAW IN THE PHILIPPINES. 
STRONGLY WORDED ATTACKS ON THE MARCOS GOVERNMENT FOLLOWED FROM 
SEVERAL BOARD MEMBERS. 

6. WHEN ADJOURNMENT FOUND THE INDIAN ISSUE STILL UNRESOLVED, 

ICFTU PRESIDENT NARAYANAN ANNOUNCED THAT IT WOULD BE CARRIED OVER 
AND MADE THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE MARCH 12 SESSION OF 
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THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. SPAIN AND LATIN AMERICA ARE ALSO ON THE 
AGENDA OF TODAY'S MEETING.HINTON 
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